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two days after the Emperor's death the Queen recorded
in her Diary that she received from the British Embassy
at Berlin papers of the Emperor Frederick which were sent
her for safe keeping.1 Two consignments therefore of
the Emperor's papers were now in England, namely, those
which he had brought with him on his visit in 1887 for the
Queen's Jubilee, and this record of the last ten years. That
such precautions were justified was very soon apparent.2

On the same day Bismarck came to inquire at Fried-
richskron, and the Empress took him to see her husband
for the last time. He knew that the Chancellor had
promised Queen Victoria to stand by his wife, and now,
unable to speak, he took her hand and laid it in his, and
his eyes looked from one to the other and back again,
reminding him of his promise, and telling him that, with
his death, the long enmity between them of thirty years
was over.

Bismarck left them. They understood one another : it
was not to William that the Emperor had committed her
but to Bismarck, for with him lay the better chance, slender
though it might be, of her receiving sympathy and considera-
tion . The palace that night was full of stealthy movement:
officers, newly drafted in, were receiving whispered orders
and detailed instructions, and secret dispositions were
being made. As the last hours dripped away, while the
Empress watched by her husband, all was made ready for
the great transformation scene of the morrow.

1  Esm6 Howard, Theatre of Life, p. 332;   Letters HI, i. p. 417.

2  Sir  Frederick  Ponsonby   (Letters of Empress  Frederick, pp.   339-341)
says that the War Diary of the Crown Prince Frederick, dealing with the
Franco-German War of 1870, was also sent to England for safe keeping
from San Remo.   This does not tally with the account given to Sir Rennell
Rodd (Lord Rennell) by the Empress Frederick herself.    It seems clear
from what she told him that this War Diary never left Germany at all.
(Sir Rennell Rodd, Social and Diplomatic Memoirs, i. p. 157.)